Caring for your new landscape			[image: ]
Watering:
Check all of your plants every few days for the first weeks, and then once weekly after that.  Annuals and perennials will need monitoring more often, especially during summer hot spells.  Feel the soil around the base of the plant at a depth of 2-3” and water if the soil feels dry.
Both over and under watering will deteriorate the health of a plant by making it susceptible to a variety of maladies.  Follow these guidelines to ensure optimum results: allow the soil to dry out between watering, water plants slowly and deeply, maintain a mulch layer around plants (1-3” for perennials, 3-6” for shrubs and trees), and water all new plants throughout the entire growing season until the ground freezes in late November.  Plants—especially evergreens—lose moisture all winter long and will die if they do not receive adequate fall watering.
Fertilizing: 
Your shrubs, trees and perennials have been provided with enough fertilizer for the first growing season.  In subsequent years you may use a balanced fertilizer according to the instructions on the label.  Most annuals are heavy feeders and require frequent fertilization to continue blooming throughout the summer.  Purchase a fertilizer formulated for annuals and apply according to the instructions.
Pests:
Observe your plants often and check for signs of insects of disease.  Poor maintenance practices are often the cause of plant problems.  Contact Scenic Spaces for advice if you discover decline in plant health.  Rabbits and deer can also wreak havoc on plants.  There are a variety of devices and repellents available if you find that critters are nibbling on your plants.  
Plants should need little pruning if they have been planted and spaced according to their growth characteristics.  However, you may shear your plants if you like to keep them more compact and tidier.  The optimum time to prune your landscape varies depending on the plant.  Remove dead, crossed or rubbing branches any time of the year.   If you have questions, contact Scenic Spaces to schedule a consultation or a maintenance visit.
Special care instructions for your new landscape:
For a myriad of useful gardening information, refer to the University of Minnesota Extension website at www.extension.umn.edu.

Our Guarantee							[image: ]
Scenic Spaces will replace woody plants (trees, shrubs and vines) once if the plant fails the first year, providing the plant has received proper maintenance.  The property owner is responsible for watering, insect and animal control, and protection from extreme acts of nature.  Labor charges apply for plant replacement.  Perennials are not guaranteed.
Hardscape materials and installation are guaranteed for one year.  Scenic Spaces does not warranty any materials provided by the homeowner or specialty/non-stock materials purchased to match existing hardscapes.
Please let us know if you have further questions.  We appreciate your business!
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